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 The Purple Heart is one of the most recognized and respected medals 

awarded to members of the U.S. Armed Forces. In 1782, George 

Washington, Commander and Chief of the General Army, was dismayed 

as Congress had taken away the authority of his general officers to 

recognize their soldiers’ courage and leadership by awarding 

commissions in the field. Without this authority, faithful service and 

outstanding acts of bravery went unrecognized and unrewarded. As a 

result, General Washington established the “Badge of Merit” award to 

recognize soldiers for “unusual gallantry, extraordinary fidelity and 

essential service in any way.” The original award was the figure of a heart 

in purple cloth, or silk, edged with narrow lace or binding.  

 

After years of dormancy, the “Badge of Merit” was reestablished by Congress in 1927. The 

award was renamed as the “Purple Heart” in 1931, and took the form we know today. Over the 

past 30 years, in the spirit of George Washington’s vision of recognizing acts of bravery, law 

enforcement has recognized and adopted the shape and essence of the Purple Heart Medal in 

an effort to honor our law enforcement heroes. Agencies in nearly all 50 states have established 

a Law Enforcement Purple Heart Medal. 

 

In 2013, after several incidents of extraordinary bravery from our 

fellow Iowa law enforcement officers, who had died in the line of duty 

or were critically injured as a result of a shooting or attack, the Iowa 

State Police Association (ISPA) vowed to take immediate steps to 

establish a peer-reviewed and accepted award that was both 

meaningful and honorable. In July 2013, the ISPA Board of Directors 

unanimously adopted the Iowa Law Enforcement Purple Heart Medal 

for the purpose of honoring sworn Iowa law enforcement officers 

who have been seriously wounded or killed in the line of duty as a 

result of a combat incident.   

 

The ISPA Board of Directors established the following criteria for the award: The Purple Heart 

award is granted to any sworn Iowa peace officer who has been seriously, critically or fatally 

injured in the performance of law enforcement duty. In addition, this award may be conferred if  



 

 

 

an injury was averted by the wearing of body armor. This award will be given in all cases 

resulting in line of duty death, but will otherwise be limited to those cases involving an attack by 

an assailant or the performance of an act of valor. 

 

 

To learn more about the Purple Heart Award through the ISPA, visit our website.

http://www.ispaonline.com/en/purple_heart_award/


Nominations must involve an incident or case occurring or concluding between July 1, 2013, 

and June 30,, 2014. This year, and in future years, the award will be presented to the recipient 

or posthumously to the law enforcement officer’s family at the annual ISPA conference in 

October.  

 

The ISPA is proud to present the Iowa Law Enforcement Purple Heart Award to our Iowa law 

enforcement heroes and is honored to give them the recognition warranted during these 

extraordinary incidents. We encourage you download the nomination form and nominate any 

Iowa law enforcement colleague that meets the criteria for the recognition.  

 

http://www.ispaonline.com/en/purple_heart_award/

