
 

BOARD SPOTLIGHT:  “WHAT ABOUT BOB?” 
By Dave McFarland, ISPA Senior Director  
 

Sadly, on July 4, 2015, we had to say goodbye to 3rd Vice President Bob 
Flannery, who lost his battle with cancer.  
 
I first met Bob during his 2011 “What about Bob?” campaign in Fort 
Dodge. I could tell right away he was a good guy and genuinely cared 
about law enforcement. After I got elected to the Iowa State Police 
Association (ISPA) Board in 2012, I got to spend more time with Bob. He 
was always kind, always caring, always asking how my wife and I were 
doing. Bob always had the time to sit down and talk, whether it was just to 
chit chat or to discuss something more important. For example, when I got 
elected to the Board he made sure I knew all the proper procedures of the 
ISPA cooler.  

 
Some of you may remember that in May of this year, Bob wrote an article for the ISPA e-
newsletter talking about grassroots efforts for legislative issues important to law enforcement. 
Bob was asking, encouraging and challenging us all to get more involved. If you haven’t read 
the article I encourage you to read it here. 
 
Bob devoted 38 years of his life to public service, and even after retirement he wanted to 
continue his service by representing his fellow brothers and sisters of law enforcement on the 
ISPA Board. On May 1st of this year, Bob was awarded the Badge of Honor by the Dubuque 
County Emergency Responders Association for all his years of service, hard work and 
dedication to his community.  
 
These are just a few examples of the type of person Bob was. Even when his health wasn’t the 
greatest, he still wanted to help others. He wanted to make law enforcement and our 
association better.  
 
Well “What about Bob?” The answer is: Bob was truly one of a kind, a true stand-up guy. 
Someone I was happy to call my friend. Someone I’m glad I got to know even if it was only for a 
short time. We could all benefit from trying to be like Bob!  
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